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CHARACTERISTICS OF HOUSEHOLDS AND RESPONDENTS    2
Adyl Katarbayev and Kristi Fair

This chapter provides a descriptive summary of the demographic and socioeconomic
characteristics of the household population and the individual respondents in the 1999 Kazakhstan
Demographic and Health Survey (KDHS). This information is useful for interpreting the survey
findings and serves as an approximate indicator of the representativeness of the survey and of the
quality of the data.

This chapter is divided into three parts. The first part deals with the characteristics of the
household population in terms of age-sex composition, household size and distribution, and
educational background. The second part describes the housing environment in which the
respondents and their children live. The background characteristics of men age 15 to 59 years and
women age 15 to 49 years are discussed in the last part of the chapter.

2.1 Demographic Characteristics of Households

The household questionnaire was used in the 1999 KDHS to collect data on the demographic
and social characteristics of all the usual residents of the sampled household and visitors who had
spent the previous night in the household. A household, as defined in the survey, refers to a person
or group of persons usually living and eating together and jointly running the household's economy
(de jure population). A visitor is someone who is not a usual resident of the household but slept in
the household the night before the interview.

The distribution of the 1999 KDHS household population is presented in Table 2.1 and
Figure 2.1, by five-year age groups according to urban-rural residence and sex. The total de facto
population in the selected households was 20,203 people. In general, the survey results show that
females outnumber males in Kazakhstan (53 and 47 percent, respectively). The sex ratio varies by
age and residence. It is slightly higher in the rural than in urban areas (95 versus 84 males per 100
females). The ratio is as high as 103 among those below age 15 and as low as 55 among those age
65 and older.

About one-third (30 percent) of the population consists of children under 14 years of age,
with the proportion of children in rural areas greater than in urban areas (34 and 25 percent,
respectively). Starting with age group 40-44, there is a gradual decrease in the proportion of the
population in each successive age group. The relatively small size of the male and female
populations in age group 55-59 is a reflection of the low birth rates during World War II (i.e., 55
to 60 years prior to the 1999 KDHS).  Women 15-49 years of age and men 15-59 years of age, who
are the main KDHS respondents, each constitute about one-fourth of the de facto household
population (25 and 27 percent, respectively).

The results further indicate that 62 percent of the population of Kazakhstan is in the 15-64
age group, and the population age 65 years and older accounts for 7 percent of the total population.
A distinct feature of the age distribution of the population is that the proportion of the dependent
population—those younger than 15 or older than 65—is higher in rural areas (41 percent) than in
urban areas (34 percent). This difference may be attributed to rural-urban migration of the
economically active population—those age 15 to 65—especially youth, in search of jobs.
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Table 2.1  Household population by age, residence, and sex

Percent distribution of the de facto household population by age, according to sex and
residence, Kazakhstan 1999
___________________________________________________________________________

Urban Rural Total
____________________ ____________________ ____________________

Age Male Female Total Male Female Total Male Female Total
___________________________________________________________________________

0-4 
5-9 
10-14 
15-19 
20-24 
25-29 
30-34 
35-39 
40-44 
45-49 
50-54 
55-59 
60-64 
65-69 
70-74 
75-79 
80+

Total 
Number

 6.7  5.5  6.1  9.4  9.6   9.5  8.2   7.6   7.9
 9.8  8.1  8.9 13.3 12.0  12.6 11.7  10.1  10.9
11.7  8.8 10.1 13.1 12.5  12.8 12.5  10.7  11.6
 8.1  7.8  7.9  9.7  8.8   9.2  9.0   8.3   8.6
 7.4  6.7  7.0  7.1  7.1   7.1  7.2   6.9   7.1
 7.1  7.7  7.5  7.7  6.3   7.0  7.5   7.0   7.2
 8.0  6.7  7.3  6.8  7.5   7.2  7.3   7.1   7.2
 8.5  7.7  8.0  7.5  7.4   7.4  7.9   7.5   7.7
 7.5  7.4  7.4  6.2  6.2   6.2  6.8   6.7   6.8
 5.6  6.2  5.9  4.6  4.3   4.5  5.1   5.2   5.1
 4.7  6.5  5.7  3.3  3.9   3.6  3.9   5.1   4.6
 4.2  4.5  4.4  2.7  2.9   2.8  3.4   3.7   3.5
 4.6  5.9  5.3  3.6  4.5   4.0  4.0   5.2   4.6
 2.7  3.7  3.2  1.8  2.1   1.9  2.2   2.9   2.5
 2.6  3.4  3.0  1.8  2.7   2.3  2.1   3.1   2.6
 0.6  1.7  1.2  0.7  1.3   1.0  0.7   1.5   1.1
 0.3  1.8  1.1  0.5  1.0   0.8  0.4   1.3   0.9

.100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

.4,273 5,069 9,342 5,289 5,572 10,861 9,562 10,641 20,203
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Table 2.2  Population by age according to selected
sources

Percent distribution of the de jure population by age
group, according to selected sources, Kazakstan 1989-
1999
_______________________________________________

1989 1995 1999 1999
Age group Census KDHS Census KDHS
_______________________________________________

<15
15-64
65+

Total

Median age
Dependency ratio

31.8   31.0 28.6 29.9
  62.5 62.1 64.7 63.0
  5.7 6.9 6.7 7.1

100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

26.9 26.5 29.9 27.9
60.0 61.0 54.6 58.8

Table 2.3  Household composition

Percent distribution of households by sex of head of
household, household size, and percentage of
households with foster children, according to
residence, Kazakhstan 1999
_____________________________________________

Residence
______________

Characteristic Urban Rural Total
_____________________________________________

Head of household
  Male  
  Female  

Number of members
  1  
  2  
  3  
  4 
  5 
  6  
  7  
  8  
  9+ 

Total

Mean size 

Percent with
  foster children

57.5 78.1 66.6
42.5 21.9 33.4

18.9 5.9 13.1
25.6 14.0 20.5
21.3 14.4 18.2
18.5 22.4 20.2
8.1 17.8 12.4
3.8 11.5 7.2
1.9 6.8 4.1
0.9 4.3 2.4
1.0 2.9 1.8

100.0 100.0 100.0

3.0 4.4 3.6

2.2 4.8 3.3
_____________________________________________

Note:  Table is based on de jure members; i.e., usual
residents.

The percent distribution of the popula-
tion by broad age groups according to the
1995 KDHS, the 1999 KDHS, the 1989 Census,
and the 1999 Census is presented in Table 2.2.
There appears to be a progressive decline since
the 1989 Census in the proportion of the
population under 15, as well as a concomitant
increase in the median age. The growth of the
15-64 age group results in a declining depend-
ency ratio, calculated as the ratio of persons in
the dependent age groups to persons in the
economically active age group. This slight
aging of the population is the result of a con-
tinuous, albeit slow decline in fertility levels.
It is interesting to compare the 1999 KDHS
data with that of the 1999 Census. Correspon-
dence of the percent distribution of the popu-
lation in broad age groups between the 1999
KDHS and the 1999 Census confirms the
representativeness of the 
KDHS sample.

2.2 Household Composition

Information on the size and composition
of sample households by urban-rural residence
is presented on Table 2.3. The head of house-
hold (as recognized by other members) and the
relationship of each household member to the
head was determined in each household. In
general, heads of households are male (67
percent). In urban areas the proportion of
households headed by men (58 percent) is less
than the proportion in rural areas (78 percent).

Compared with the 1995 KDHS, the
average size of a household reported in the
1999 KDHS has decreased slightly from 3.8 to
3.6 members. The 1999 KDHS results show that
rural households (4.4 members) are larger than
urban households (3.0 members). A large pro-
portion of rural households (52 percent) consist
of four to six persons, while the majority of
urban households (84 percent) have one to four
members. 

Both the 1995 KDHS data and the 1999
KDHS data show that only 3 percent of house-
holds include foster children, i.e., children less
15 years old living with neither biological parent.
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Table 2.4  Fosterhood and orphanhood

Percent distribution of de facto children under age 15 by their living arrangement and survival status of parents, according
to child's age, sex, residence, and region, Kazakhstan 1999
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Living Living
with mother with father Not living with

but not father but not mother either parent
Living _____________ _____________ _________________________ Missing
with Father Mother info. on Number

Background both Father Father Mother Mother Both only only Both father/ of
characteristic parents alive dead alive dead alive alive alive dead mother Total children
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Age
  0-2
  3-5
  6-9
 10-14
    
Sex
  Male
  Female
  
Residence
  Urban
  Rural
  
Region
  Almaty City
  South
  West
  Central
  North
  East
  
Total

88.8 6.7 1.2 0.2 0.0 2.3 0.0 0.1 0.0 0.7 100.0 941
85.2 8.8 1.8 0.6 0.4 2.5 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.7 100.0 1,035
81.4 9.2 3.6 0.4 0.1 2.8 0.3 0.2 0.3 1.7 100.0 1,864
75.7 11.0 6.1 0.6 1.0 2.6 0.6 0.4 0.3 1.8 100.0 2,463

                        

 80  3 9.6 4.3 0.6 0.4 2.7 0.3 0.2 0.3 1.4 100.0 3,196
81.5 9.3 3.5 0.4 0.6 2.5 0.3 0.3 0.2 1.4 100.0 3,108

                       
76.6 14.2 4.0 0.2 0.6 1.8 0.3 0.1 0.1 2.2 100.0 2,452
83.6 6.5 3.9 0.6 0.4 3.1 0.4 0.3 0.3 0.9 100.0 3,851

                      
71.2 17.2 5.3 1.0 0.6 1.8 0.4 0.0 0.0 2.7 100.0 224
84.8 7.6 3.1 0.2 0.4 2.8 0.3 0.2 0.1 0.4 100.0 2,781
83.1 5.6 5.6 0.3 0.5 2.6 0.3 0.7 0.3 1.1 100.0 917
76.2 14.2 3.1 0.0 0.8 2.6 0.1 0.4 0.1 2.5 100.0 415
76.6 11.5 4.4 1.3 0.1 1.8 0.6 0.0 0.4 3.2 100.0 1,281
75.9 12.9 4.0 0.3 1.5 3.3 0.1 0.2 0.1 1.6 100.0 685

                     
80.9 9.5 3.9 0.5 0.5 2.6 0.3 0.2 0.2 1.4 100.0 6,303

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Note:  By convention, foster children are those who are not living with either parent.  This includes orphans, i.e., children both
of whose parents are dead.

Table 2.4 presents information on fosterhood and orphanhood among children under age
15.  The 1995 KDHS and 1999 KDHS show a similar distribution of children under age 15 living
with both parents (79 and 81 percent, respectively). As children get older, fewer of them live with
both parents; 89 percent of children in the under-three age group live with both parents, compared
with 76 percent in the 10 years or older age group. There is little difference by residence in the
percentage of children living with both parents: 77 percent in urban areas and 84 percent in rural
areas. Households with children living with both parents are more common in the West and South
Regions (83 and 85 percent, respectively). 

Thirteen percent of children under 15 are living with only their mother; of these children,
4 percent have lost their fathers and 9 percent have fathers who are still alive. There are variations
in this parameter depending on age of child, sex, and residence. For example, households with
children living with only their mother are more common in urban areas than in rural areas, and in
Almaty City and the Central region compared with other regions.

Regarding orphanhood, about 4 percent of children under age 15 have fathers who have
died, less than 1 percent have mothers who have died, and an insignificant proportion (0.2 percent)
have lost both parents.
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2.3 Educational Level of Household Members

The high correlation between level of education and positive health and other social
indicators makes education an important variable in any study of households. Higher education,
especially for women, is usually associated with greater knowledge and use of sound health
practices and family planning methods.

Kazakhstan’s primary and secondary educational system has three levels: primary (classes
1 through 4, age 7 to 11 years), principal (classes 5 through 9, age 12 to 15 years), secondary
(classes 10 and 11, age 16 to 17 years). Most schools in Kazakhstan offer all three levels of
primary/secondary education. The primary and principal education levels are compulsory. Students
who leave school after the principal level may continue in secondary-special (vocational) education.
Students who finish all three levels of primary/secondary school can continue on in higher
education at universities or in academic training classes.

2.3.1 Educational Attainment of Household Members

Table 2.5 presents information on the highest level of education attained by the population
according to sex, age, residence, and region. As the 1995 KDHS data did, the 1999 KDHS data
confirm the high educational level of Kazakhstan’s population with about 98 percent of men and
97 percent of women having had at least some education.

Educational attainment is slightly higher among women than men in Kazakstan, with 14
percent of female and 12 percent of male household members age 7 and older having had some
higher education. There are noticeable attainment differences by residence, with urban residents
being more likely than rural residents to have attended secondary-special or higher education.
Educational attainment is also significantly higher in Almaty City than in other regions.

2.3.2 School Attendance Ratios

Table 2.6 presents net and gross attendance ratios by education level, sex, and residence.
The net attendance ratio (NAR) indicates participation in schooling among children of official
school age (age 7 to 10 for primary and 11 to17 for secondary). The gross attendance ratio (GAR)
indicates participation in schooling among youth age 7-24 and is expressed as a percentage of the
school-aged population for that level of schooling. The GAR is nearly always higher than the NAR
for the same level because the GAR includes participation by youths who may be older or younger
than the official age range for that level.1 A NAR of 100 percent would indicate that all of the
children in the official age range for that level are attending at that level. The GAR can exceed 100
percent if there is significant overage or underage participation at that level of schooling. The
difference between these ratios indicates the incidence of overage and underage participation.

In Kazakhstan, school participation among household members of school age is high. The
NAR is virtually the same among female and male youths at both the primary (86 percent each) and
secondary levels (87 and 88 percent, respectively). The NAR at both the primary and secondary
levels is slightly higher in urban than in rural areas. A comparison of the NAR and GAR among male
and female students and urban and rural students indicates that a similar proportion of students
(about 13 percent at the primary level, and at 8 percent at the secondary level) is under age or over
age across groups within each level. 
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Table 2.5  Educational level of the household population

Percent distribution of the de facto household population age seven and over by highest level of education attended, and
median number of years of schooling, according to selected background characteristics, Kazakhstan 1999
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

Level of education Number
__________________________________________________ of Median

Background No Primary/ Secondary- females/ years of
characteristic  education secondary special Higher Missing Total males schooling
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

FEMALES
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

Age
  7-9 
  10-14 
  15-19 
  20-24 
  25-29 
  30-34 
  35-39 
  40-44 
  45-49 
  50-54 
  55-59 
  60-64 
  65+ 

Residence
  Urban 
  Rural 

Region
  Almaty City
  South
  West
  Central
  North
  East

Total

13.9 86.0  0.1  0.0 0.0 100.0 686  1.1
 0.5 99.5  0.0  0.0 0.0 100.0 1,142  5.2
 0.4 76.0 13.3 10.2 0.0 100.0 888  9.8
 0.4 43.0 35.1 21.6 0.0 100.0 737 10.4
 0.1 34.1 47.1 18.5 0.2 100.0 743 10.0
 0.1 30.3 45.9 23.7 0.0 100.0 756 10.0
 0.1 31.7 45.5 22.7 0.0 100.0 798  9.9
 0.5 34.9 46.1 18.3 0.2 100.0 717  9.9
 0.8 34.7 41.4 22.7 0.5 100.0 553  9.9
 0.5 43.1 35.6 20.4 0.4 100.0 545 10.0
 1.4 57.5 24.8 16.2 0.0 100.0 389  9.1
 4.4 68.3 18.1  9.2 0.0 100.0 548  6.9

15.1 65.8  9.8  8.4 0.9 100.0 933  4.9

 2.9 47.9 29.6 19.4 0.2 100.0 4,641  9.6
 3.3 65.0 23.1  8.4 0.2 100.0 4,794  9.1

               
 2.3 37.9 25.2 34.4 0.2 100.0 502 10.3
 3.3 61.3 22.0 13.0 0.4 100.0 3,334  9.3
 3.8 63.2 22.5 10.5 0.0 100.0 1,311  9.2
 1.9 49.9 32.5 15.7 0.0 100.0 776  9.5
 2.8 55.0 30.5 11.6 0.2 100.0 2,264  9.1
 3.1 51.8 30.6 14.4 0.0 100.0 1,248  9.4

 3.1 56.6 26.3 13.9 0.2 100.0 9,435  9.3

______________________________________________________________________________________________________
MALES

______________________________________________________________________________________________________
Age
  7-9 
  10-14 
  15-19 
  20-24 
  25-29 
  30-34 
  35-39 
  40-44 
  45-49 
  50-54 
  55-59 
  60-64 
  65+ 

Residence
  Urban 
  Rural 

Region
  Almaty City
  South
  West
  Central
  North
  East

Total

15.4 84.6  0.0  0.0 0.0 100.0 739  1.0
 0.4 99.5  0.0  0.0 0.0 100.0 1,194  5.1
 0.3 75.5 17.2  7.0 0.0 100.0 857  9.4
 0.5 53.9 29.0 16.5 0.0 100.0 690 10.3
 0.4 46.4 39.1 14.1 0.0 100.0 712 10.1
 0.4 40.2 43.8 15.6 0.0 100.0 703  9.9
 0.1 37.3 44.8 17.8 0.0 100.0 760 10.0
 0.4 38.6 41.3 19.8 0.0 100.0 649  9.9
 0.8 43.7 35.6 19.1 0.9 100.0 486  9.9
 0.3 41.4 35.7 22.1 0.5 100.0 378 10.1
 0.4 50.6 28.1 20.4 0.5 100.0 321  9.6
 1.6 54.9 27.6 15.8 0.0 100.0 384  9.1
 5.8 63.2 17.4 12.9 0.7 100.0 520  6.6

  

 1.6 51.3 29.2 17.7 0.1 100.0 3,859  9.7
 2.5 67.7 22.3  7.3 0.2 100.0 4,533  9.1

               
 1.1 46.3 21.0 31.6 0.0 100.0 389 10.0
 2.0 63.8 22.2 11.8 0.1 100.0 3,042  9.4
 1.9 67.2 21.5  9.4 0.0 100.0 1,188  9.3
 1.8 52.5 32.2 13.4 0.1 100.0 654  9.5
 2.2 57.6 29.8 10.1 0.4 100.0 2,035  9.2
 2.9 56.9 28.3 11.9 0.0 100.0 1,083  9.3

               
 2.1 60.2 25.5 12.1 0.1 100.0 8,392  9.4
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Table 2.6  School attendance ratios

Net attendance ratios (NAR) and gross attendance ratios (GAR) for the de facto household
population age 7-24 years, by education level, sex, and residence, Kazakhstan 1999
_________________________________________________________________________

Net attendance ratio
1

Gross attendance ratio
2

Variable and ______________________ ______________________
category Male Female Total Male Female Total
_________________________________________________________________________

PRIMARY SCHOOL_________________________________________________________________________

Urban
Rural  

Total 

85.2 84.6 84.9 98.5 99.4 98.9
  85.9 86.4 86.1 98.6 98.8 98.7
  
 86.0 86.0 86.0 99.0 99.0 99.0

________________________________________________________________________
SECONDARY SCHOOL__________________________________________________________________________

Urban
Rural  

Total

88.5 89.5 89.0 97.4 97.6 97.5
85.7 87.8 86.7 93.8 96.9 95.3

87.0 88.0 88.0 95.0 97.0 96.0
________________________________________________________________________
1 The NAR for primary school is the percentage of the primary-school-age (7-10 years)
population that is attending primary school.  The NAR for secondary school is the
percentage of the secondary-school-age (11-17 years) population that is attending
secondary school.  By definition the NAR cannot exceed 100 percent.
2 The GAR for primary school is the total number of primary school students, regardless
of age, expressed as the percentage of the official primary-school-age population.  The
GAR for secondary school is the total number of secondary school students, regardless of
age, expressed as the percentage of the official secondary-school-age population.  If there
are significant numbers of overage and underage students at a given level of schooling, the
GAR can exceed 100 percent.

Figure 2.2 presents the age-specific attendance ratios (ASAR) for the population age 7-24,
by sex. The ASAR indicates participation in schooling at any level, from primary through higher
education. The closer the ASAR is to 100 percent, the higher the proportion of people of a given age
attending school. 

In Kazakhstan, the majority of youths of primary to secondary school age (7-17) attend
school, and there are no significant differences by gender. The relatively lower age-specific
attendance ratio for children age 7 (about 55 percent) reflects that many of these 7-year-olds were
only age 6 during the school year covered by the survey, and hence were not eligible to attend
school at that time. From age 18 to 24, an increasingly smaller proportion of youths attend school.

2.3.3 Grade Repetition and Dropout Rates

Table 2.7 shows repetition and dropout rates by school grade. In Kazakhstan, repetition
rates are exceptionally low among both male and female students, and in both urban and rural
areas. The dropout rate is also low through both the primary and secondary school grades. At the
end of secondary school, however, about 48 percent of students leave school instead of continuing
to a higher level. Youths in rural areas are less likely than youths in urban areas to make the
transition to higher education: more than 61 percent of rural youths leave school after grade 11,
compared with 32 percent of urban youth.
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2.4 Housing Characteristics

Table 2.8 and Figure 2.3 provide information on selected housing characteristics by
residence. This information is helpful in assessing the general socioeconomic conditions of the
population. To assess the conditions in which respondents live, they were asked questions about
certain characteristics of their households, including electricity, source of drinking water, type of
sanitation facilities, time to water sources, handwashing facilities, type of fuel for cooking, quality
of the floor, and ownership of a garden or dacha and animals.

Overall, 97 percent of the households covered in the 1999 KDHS have electricity. However,
in rural areas the percentage of households with electricity has declined from 100 percent in 1995
to 94 in 1999.

More than half of the households in the 1999 KDHS sample have piped water  (59 percent)
and most of these households have water piped into the residence (50 percent). About one-third
of households (30 percent) use water from an open well. A significant difference is noted between
urban-rural households. In urban areas, 90 percent of households have piped water, compared with
only 35 percent of households in rural areas. Open wells are among the main sources of water in
rural areas (59 percent). Tanker trucks provide water to 5 percent of rural households. The vast
majority or urban and rural households are within 15 minutes of a source of water.

One indicator of sanitary conditions is the type of toilet in a household. In Kazakhstan, a
majority of households (52 percent) have traditional pit toilets (latrines) and 47 percent have flush
toilets. In urban areas, 81 percent of households have a flush toilet, compared with 5 percent in
rural areas. Ninety-four percent of rural households have traditional pit toilets.
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Table 2.7  Grade repetition and dropout rates

Repetition and dropout rates for the de facto household population age 6-24 years by school grade, sex, and residence,
Kazakhstan 1999
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

School grade
__________________________________________________________________________________

Characteristic 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

REPETITION RATE
1

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

Sex
  Male
  Female

Residence
  Urban 
  Rural 

Total

0.8 0.2 0.0 0.8 1.6 0.3 0.0 0.0 1.1 0.0 0.0
0.9 0.6 0.4 0.0 0.4 0.0 0.3 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.3

0.0 0.8 0.5 0.2 1.6 0.3 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.3
1.4 0.2 0.0 0.6 0.6 0.0 0.3 0.0 0.9 0.0 0.0

0.8 0.4 0.2 0.4 1.0 0.1 0.2 0.0 0.6 0.0 0.1
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

DROPOUT RATE
2

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

Sex
  Male
  Female

Residence
  Urban 
  Rural 

Total

0.0 0.0 0.8 1.8 1.9 3.9 3.0 1.1 5.7 3.5 50.7
0.0 0.0 0.0 1.1 3.5 6.8 4.6 0.0 1.3 0.7 46.5

0.0 0.0 0.0 0.8 2.3 4.0 2.7 0.0 3.3 2.3 32.1
0.0 0.0 0.7 1.9 3.0 6.4 4.4 0.9 3.6 1.7 60.6

0.0 0.0 0.4 1.5 2.7 5.4 3.8 0.6 3.5 2.0 48.2
____________________________________________________________________________________________________
1 The repetition rate is the percentage of students in a given grade that are repeating that grade.
2  The dropout rate is the percentage of students in a given grade in the previous school year who are not attending school.

Regarding the type of flooring material, a large percentage (69 percent) of households have
wood planks, which are slightly more common in rural households (89 percent) than urban
households (52 percent). Forty-two percent of urban households and 5 percent of rural households
have linoleum floors.

Handwashing facilities are available in most households: 93 percent or more use soap or
another cleaning agent and have a basin for handwashing.

More than 64 percent of households in Kazakhstan use biogas and natural gas for cooking:
biogas is used predominantly in rural areas (51 percent), and natural gas is mostly used in urban
areas (42 percent). Twenty-four percent of urban households use electricity for cooking, whereas
electricity is used for cooking in only 2 percent of rural households; 39 percent of rural household
use firewood, straw, or tezek (dung) for cooking.

In the 1999 KDHS, households were asked if any member owned a dacha or had access to
a garden from which he or she obtained fruits and vegetables during the growing season. The data
indicate that the majority of urban and rural households (51 and 85 percent, respectively) have
access to a dacha or garden. Households were also asked about ownership of animals. Seventy-four
percent of rural households own animals, compared with only 13 percent in urban areas. 
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Table 2.8  Housing characteristics

Percent distribution of households by housing characteristics,
according to residence, Kazakhstan 1999
____________________________________________________

Residence
______________

Characteristic Urban Rural Total
___________________________________________________
Electricity  
  Yes
  No

Total

Source of drinking water
  Piped into residence
  Piped into yard/plot
  Public tap
  Well in residence
  Well in yard/plot
  Public well
  Open water
  Tanker truck 
  Bottled water
  Other

Total 

Time to water source
  <15 minutes (%)
  Median time to source (minutes)

Sanitation facilities
  Flush toilet
  Traditional pit toilet
  No facility/bush
  Other

Total 

Handwashing facilities
  Water/tap in household
  Soap or other cleaning agent
  Basin in household

Type of fuel
  Electricity
  Natural gas
  Biogas
  Kerosene
  Coal/lignite
  Charcoal
  Firewood/straw
  Tezek
  Other

Total

Floor material
  Earth/sand
  Wood planks
  Parquet/polished wood
  Linoleum
  Cement
  Carpet
  Other
  Missing

Total  

Household owns
  A dacha or access to garden
  Animals

Number of households

99.4 93.9 97.0
 0.6  6.1  3.0
   

100.0 100.0 100.0

82.4  8.0 49.5
 4.3 15.3  9.2
 4.1 12.0  7.6
 0.1  2.6  1.2
 3.6 18.6 10.2
 3.9 34.5 17.4
 0.0  2.8  1.3
 1.3  5.2  3.0
 0.2  0.0  0.1
 0.2  0.9  0.5
   

100.0 100.0 100.0

94.8 70.0 83.8
 0.0  4.3  0.0

   
80.8  4.9 47.2
19.1 94.1 52.3
 0.1  1.0  0.5
 0.0  0.1  0.0
   

100.0 100.0 100.0

   
97.9 88.5 93.7
97.0 87.7 92.9
97.0 87.1 92.6

   
24.2  1.8 14.3
42.0  4.5 25.4
29.8 50.7 39.0
 0.1  0.2  0.2
 0.4  2.3  1.2
 0.1  0.8  0.4
 2.2 27.5 13.4
 0.6 11.1  5.3
 0.5  1.1  0.8

  
100.0 100.0 100.0

   
 0.3  2.6  1.3

52.2 89.0 68.5
 2.7  0.3  1.7

41.9  4.6 25.4
 0.3  0.7  0.5
   0.2  0.0  0.1
 2.3  2.6  2.5
 0.1  0.0  0.0

  
  100.0 100.0 100.0

    
50.6 84.5 65.6
12.9 73.7 39.8

  
 3,257 2,587 5,844

2.4.1 Household Durable Goods

Table 2.9 indicates the percentage of
households owning specific durable goods by
residence. Ownership of a radio or a television is
a measure of access to mass media; refrigerator
ownership indicates the capacity for hygienic
food storage; and ownership of a bicycle, motor-
cycle, or private car shows the means of transpor-
tation available to the household. The availability
of durable consumer goods is a rough measure of
household socioeconomic status. 

The results show that 41 percent of
households have a radio, 92 percent have a
television, 79 percent have a refrigerator, 39
percent have a telephone, 14 percent have a
bicycle, and 27 percent have a car. Only 9 per-
cent have a private motorcycle. About 4 percent
of households have none of these durable goods.

Urban-rural differentials can be seen in
the ownership of specific durable goods. In
general, these goods are more available in urban
households than in rural households. For exam-
ple, more than half of urban households have a
telephone (55 percent), while the proportion in
rural areas is only 20 percent. Ninety-one percent
of households in urban areas have a refrigerator,
compared with 65 percent in rural areas. A
higher proportion of both urban and rural house-
holds own a television (95 and 87 percent, re-
spectively). Rural households are three times
more likely to own a motorcycle than urban
households due to the greater need for transpor-
tation in rural areas.

Ownership of televisions, telephones,
refrigerators, and private cars has increased
slightly since the 1995 KDHS. Conversely, the
number of households having radios, bicycles,
and motorcycles has declined.
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Table 2.9  Household durable goods

Percentage of households possessing various durable
consumer goods, by residence, Kazakhstan 1999
_____________________________________________

Residence
______________

Durable goods Urban Rural Total
_____________________________________________

Radio
Television
Telephone
Refrigerator
Bicycle 
Motorcycle
Private car

None of the above

Number of households

  
51.6 28.5 41.4
..95.3 87.3 91.8
...54.9 19.6 39.3
...90.5 65.1 79.2
12.7 15.7 14.0
 4.8 14.4  9.1
..25.8 27.9 26.7

 2.0  7.5  4.4

3,257 2,587 5,844
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